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country on the face of the Earth. It is. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that peo-
ple who are in pain and grieving and 
are concerned for the future of their 
children want to come to the United 
States of America. But, clearly, we 
cannot take all of the people who 
would like to come to America. 

Therefore, we need a system because 
America is made up of immigrants. It 
has been made strong by immigrants. 
It has been made successful by immi-
grants. It has been made a great coun-
try by immigrants. 

My own father came from Denmark 
at the age of 32 in 1934. Almost every-
body who serves in this House, some 
are immigrants themselves who came 
themselves to the country. Some at 2 
years of age and some at other ages. 

The gentleman is correct. We need to 
deal with this. We need to deal with it 
in a humanitarian way, in a way that 
honors our values and respect for indi-
vidual lives and individual persons. 
That is one of the great, great dif-
ferences that we celebrate in America, 
the importance that we put on the in-
dividual. 

We said that we hold these truths to 
be self-evident that all men are created 
equal—today we clearly would say all 
men and women—and endowed not by 
us, not by our Constitution, and not by 
our laws, but by God. We have some of 
God’s children who are fearful, scared, 
and running, running to a safer place. 
And that place for almost all the world 
is America. 

So we have a responsibility, Mr. 
Speaker, to adopt a rational, com-
prehensive immigration reform regime 
where people will know the rules of 
coming to America. They will know 
the rules of how you apply, how you 
are processed, and how you are vetted. 
Whether you are coming here because 
you just want to come to America to 
succeed and to make your family live 
in a better neighborhood called Amer-
ica, or you are coming because your 
family and your are unsafe in the coun-
try in which you then reside, we need 
comprehensive immigration reform. 

I would be glad to work very closely 
with my friend, the Republican whip 
from Louisiana, on seeing if we can get 
to that place because we have all been 
talking about it, all of us. 

I think there is not a person in this 
room—I don’t know about in this room, 
but over the years—who hasn’t said our 
immigration system is broken, who 
hasn’t said we need secure borders, who 
hasn’t said we need secure borders and 
reveled in the fact that we are a nation 
of immigrants who have made us 
stronger so that we can get to a place 
where we pursue a rational policy for 
implementing that concept. 

So I will tell my friend, I will look at 
those two or three pieces of legislation 
he mentioned and talk to the com-
mittee chairs about their status and 
let the gentleman know. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate that, and I look forward to hav-
ing those conversations with the gen-

tleman from Maryland on that and all 
the other issues that will come before 
us next week. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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ABORTION CARE IS HEALTHCARE 

(Ms. UNDERWOOD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, 
choosing whether to become a parent is 
one of the most important decisions a 
person will make in their lifetime. It is 
a decision we should be able to make 
for ourselves. But over the past decade, 
extremist anti-abortion politicians 
have passed more than 450 laws that 
undermine the freedom to make that 
decision. 

Our laws should protect our rights, 
like the right to abortion, not control 
and dehumanize us. We aren’t truly 
free unless we can control our own bod-
ies, lives, and future. 

As a nurse, I know that when people 
have access to a full range of 
healthcare services, including the full 
spectrum of reproductive health and 
maternity care, they are healthier and 
their families thrive. 

Because abortion is healthcare. 
The legislation that House Demo-

crats passed today will protect access 
to healthcare and reproductive rights 
for all Americans. It ensures that, 
going forward, we all have the freedom 
to control our own bodies, safely care 
for our families, and live with dignity. 

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
take it up immediately and send it to 
President Biden’s desk. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF LANCE CORPORAL KAREEM 
NIKOUI 

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to a fallen marine from my 
congressional district. Our Nation re-
lies upon young men and women volun-
tarily stepping forward to defend and 
protect the liberties we hold so dear. 
As a young man growing up in Norco, 
California, Lance Corporal Kareem 
Nikoui was inspired to answer that 
call. 

When he joined the Marine Corps, 
Kareem was following in the footsteps 
of patriots. Like his fellow marines, he 
was not signing up for glory or reward 
but out of a sense of duty. 

In his final days, Lance Corporal 
Kareem Nikoui was on the front lines 
of a mission to secure freedom for des-
perate people. Kareem and our other 
fallen heroes conducted themselves 
with bravery and compassion. In those 
dark days, they shined bright. 

Our community in Riverside County, 
California, has stepped up to support 

and embrace the Nikoui family as they 
grieve this unimaginable loss. We 
should honor Kareem by carrying the 
torch of service, duty, and sacrifice he 
so proudly advanced until his final 
breath. 

May God comfort the Nikoui family, 
and may God bless America. 

f 

TEXAS WOMEN ARE UNITED 
STATES CITIZENS 

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, the 
women of Texas are citizens of the 
United States, but they are being 
treated like outlaws by their own legis-
lature. 

Under the Texas law, any person, in-
cluding murderers, serial rapists, sex-
ual harassers, January 6 insurrection-
ists, or Texas State legislators them-
selves, can sue doctors, nurses, moth-
ers, fathers, medical personnel, simply 
for helping a woman in Texas exercise 
her constitutional rights under Roe v. 
Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
for $10,000. 

You want to give $10,000 to a total 
stranger for helping your daughter 
through a personal crisis caused by a 
rape? Move to Texas. 

You want to join the GOP in turning 
America into a nation of theocratic 
busybodies and vigilante bounty hunt-
ers policing other people’s families? Go 
right ahead. 

But for me, I am standing with the 
Constitution of the United States. I am 
voting for the Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act, and I am proud that we are 
passing it today. 

f 

UNPRECEDENTED GOVERNMENT 
SPENDING 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the $3.5 
trillion spending plan by the Demo-
crats is the most expensive single piece 
of legislation in the history of this 
country. If passed, the Democrats will 
have added $13 trillion in new spending 
since they took control of the House in 
2019. 

When combined with annual govern-
ment funding and the $1.9 trillion 
Biden bailout bill, the $3.5 trillion so-
cialist tax and spending plan would in-
crease yearly government spending by 
over 73 percent each year for the next 
10 years. To pay for these expensive 
and ill-advised policies, we would see 
the largest tax increase in American 
history, with two-thirds of employer 
tax increases being borne by lower and 
middle-income Americans. 

This unprecedented spending spree is 
fueling inflation right now and hurting 
low-income and middle-income fami-
lies the most, the very populations 
these policies purport to be helping. 

Inflation is a tax on the poor, run-
ning at 7 percent on an annualized 
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